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Draft 
30th Annual Meeting
of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum
RESOLUTION
ON EMPOWERING WOMEN TO COPE WITH FUTURE CRISES
Draft Resolution Sponsored by Russian Federation
We, the parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF), gathering in Bangkok, Thailand, for the 30th Annual Meeting of the APPF under the theme Parliaments and the Post-COVID-19 Sustainable Development:

Reaffirming our commitment to the fundamental instruments in the field of equal rights and opportunities for men and women, especially the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women of December 18, 1979, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, adopted in 1995 during the 4th UN World Conference on Women, as well as the Sustainable Development Goals established in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the UN Member States at the UN General Assembly in 2015;
Referring to the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/Res/70/1 of September 25, 2015 “Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”;
Welcoming the final Communique of the W20 Summit, adopted on the island of Sumatra, Indonesia, in July 2022, and the Final Document of the Third Eurasian Women's Forum, adopted in St. Petersburg, Russia, in October 2021;
Referring to the resolutions on the women's empowerment adopted at previous APPF meetings and noting the results achieved by the APPF Member Countries in the women's empowerment; 
Acknowledging the importance of ensuring equal participation of men and women in the decision-making process and the empowerment of women by eliminating discrimination that prevents women's participation in the economy, public and private life;
Emphasizing the special role of women in solving global problems of world development, recovery of the world economy from the crisis associated with the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic; the transition to new models of economic growth and the promotion of the digital economy, strengthening international cooperation in the field of health, in particular, establishing effective cooperation in preventing, combating new pandemics and recovering after them, as well as addressing tasks in the field of environmental protection;
Recognizing the immense contribution of women to strengthening
intercultural and interreligious dialogue aimed at building a more harmonious world order and humanizing international relations for promote peace and development;
Recognizing that women parliamentarians should be a serious political force with the ability to influence the situation in the Asia-Pacific region (APR) and around the world;
Welcoming the steady increase in the number of women in parliaments of the Asia-Pacific region and calling for increasing women’s participation in the electoral process to expand their representation in the region's parliaments;
Calling for promoting legislative support for women's leadership programs in the APPF Member Countries that are aimed at increasing the number of women in leadership positions in politics and business;
Noting that digital technologies facilitate the provision of better access for women to decision-making on relevant social, political, and economic issues; 
Expressing concern about the increasing number of cases of violence against women around the world during the COVID-19 pandemic, including domestic violence, to which women are exposed in various forms;
Supporting the creation and operation of international discussion platforms, such as the Eurasian Women's Forum, whose activities greatly contribute to the process of developing coordinated approaches to the empowerment of women, as well as to the consolidation of the global women's community for the sake of building a stable and secure future;
RESOLVE TO:
1. Call on the APPF Member Countries to create conditions for the full and equal participation of women in the political, economic, social, cultural and humanitarian spheres of social life, including through the adoption of appropriate national strategies in favour of women in the countries of the region;
2. Promote the strengthening of the principle of equal access for women and men to finance, markets, knowledge, information in various economy sectors, taking measures at the national level to eliminate formal and informal barriers preventing women's access to higher positions in the hierarchical structure of an organization or an enterprise and equal pay; 
3. Call on the APPF Member Countries to increase women's access to digital information and resources through providing opportunities for 
the acquisition of digital skills and to expand women's opportunities to participate in work and the decision-making process;
4. Promote the strengthening of the role of women in preserving the traditional family values of motherhood and childhood, as well as to increase the interaction of the international women's community in this field; 
5. Welcome the opportunity to provide more flexible methods of work organization that digital technology also offers to achieve work-life balance, which greatly contributes to improving women's quality of life in the region;
6. Promote the increased representation of women in national and global strategic planning and decision-making processes on the identification of priorities and the elaboration of socio-economic development responses to address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and to prepare for new global public health challenges;
7. Call on the APPF Member Parliaments to pay close attention to legislative framework of legal, economic and social empowerment of women, provision of quality medical and social assistance, support for cultural initiatives and women's volunteer activities related to the promotion of sports, healthy lifestyles and longevity;
8. Call on the APPF Member Parliaments to take the necessary legislative measures to prevent and suppress domestic violence in their countries, to provide women, who became victims of sexual violence, with legal protection, access to justice, as well as to medical care and socio-psychological support;
9. Suggest women parliamentarians of the APPF Member Countries to take part in the Fourth Eurasian Women's Forum, scheduled for 2024 in the Russian Federation.
